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The Val-de-Marne Departmental Museum
of Contemporary Art, known as the Mac
Val, gathers together the collection of
paintings, sculptures and drawings by
contemporary artists that have been
acquired by the department of Val-de-
Marne since 1982. The museum aims
to make art and culture available to
everyone, to create a place for learning,
familiarisation and knowledge, but also
a place for feeling and finding peace.

With an architecture that revolves around
the works, the artists and the public, this
museum offers an opportunity for self-
development and fulfilment.

The Mac Val is entered at street level
via a longitudinal gallery, with a pathway
that leads to the garden. Moving from
east to west, the visitor encounters the
amphitheatre, the restaurant and its
terrace. In the centre, near to the enfrance




hall, is found a bookshop and on the upper
floor a library. In the west wing a wide,
light-filled corridor opens onto large rooms
lit via skylights in grooves running the
length of the ceiling. In the south wing, a
hall free of structures uses light reflectors.
The museum was designed not to appear
monumental, imposing or spectacular at
first sight. It offers a linear geometry, and
contrasting planes and transparencies that
dilate or draw in the spaces.




Light is the raw material, it carves up
the volumes, slips between two planes,
reflects itself between two partitions and
marks contrasts over the course of the
visit. The aesthetic is not one of stacking
but of stretching out, with a construction of
horizontal and vertical planes alternating
with the light, which display paintings and
sculptures and strengthen the lines of
the public space. Through the contrasts
of sand-coloured concrete and the dark
wenge wood floors, this museum is
essentially black and white; it is the works
themselves that bring free forms and
colours.
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1. Overall view in its context

2. Grand gallery enfilade

3. Horizontal planes of the entrance
4. Master plan

5. Restaurant and artists” studios

6. Section
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7. Ground floor plan
8. Mezzanine plan
9.1% and 2" floor plan
10. General diagram
11. Frontal view

12. The forecourt
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1. Educational spaces

2. Permanent exhibitions

3. Temporary exhibitions

4, Reserve — Restaurant

5. Auditorium — Research centre
6. Bookshops — Administration

A. Museum forecourt
B. Sculpture garden
C. Restaurant terrace
D. Delivery area
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13. Hall leading to the exhibition rooms-
installation by Varini

14. Exhibition space section
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15. Exhibition room with 9 metre ceiling
height

16. Section/perspective of the permanent
exhibition room

17. Section/perspective of the temporary
exhibition room
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18. View of the exhibition rooms

19. Permanent exhibition room

20. Bookshop

21. Permanent exhibition rooms on the
mezzanine

22. Temporary exhibition room
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